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What is contained in this document? 

 

This document aims to facilitate the preparation of Zero Waste events taking place in the Township 

of Potton. It suggests actions to be taken and provides the tools to achieve them. 

 

What is a green event? 

 

In general, an environmentally responsible event must have the lowest possible impact on the 

environment. This means ensuring their management in order to reduce the amount of waste 

generated, the greenhouse gases emitted and natural resources used. The eco-friendly event also 

has a social dimension, that is to say it promotes fair trade and local business and social 

integration. 

 

Since we are at the familiarization stage with the organization of such events, it is proposed to 

concentrate first on "zero waste" rather than on the "carbon neutral" aspect, which restricts 

emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2). That said, it is advisable to look at waste and resource 

consumption together. 

 

Organizing a Zero Waste Event 

 

Step 1: Reduction at Source 

 

One must evaluate whether materials that are planned for use at the event are really necessary. If 

yes, is it possible to choose an option that fully satisfies the needs of the event, but involves a lower 

consumption of new materials or natural ressources ? 

 

A concrete example of source reduction at events during which meals are served is to avoid 

individually wrapped small containers such as butter, rolls or packaged water bottles. 

 

One must pay attention to the composition of products made from recycled materials. These will 

have a makeup similar to the conventional product, but with a lower amount of natural resources 

used for its production e.g. recycled napkins. 

 

 



Step 2: Reuse 

 

We must then ask what product normally used at the event is easily replaced by a reusable product. 

For example : disposable tableware can be replaced with regular dishes, while tankards, that may 

be taken home, may come to replace the plasticized glasses of beer which are discarded after one 

use. When beer cans are used, then it is advised not to use glasses at all. 

 

To avoid having to make the handling of dishes cumbersome, one may also suggest to the guests 

to bring their own plates and cutlery or hire young people to do the dishes. 

 

Step 3: Recovery 

 

After everything offered to our guests has been consumed, it remains only to divert the maximum of 

what is left (food scraps, containers, packaging) to either recycling or composting. 

 

This step does not start when it comes time to pick up the bins, but long before that ... It actually 

begins when you purchase all consumable items for the event. Attention should be paid to purchase 

items that are recyclable or compostable. One can, for example, buy tableware made from 

cardboard, bagasse or PLA (polylactic acid) instead of plastic. The Sherbrooke-based company, 

NOVA Envirocom, produces compostable dishes. The website address of this company is listed in 

Appendix 1. To retrieve all compostable materials generated, it is especially important to avoid 

small containers of butter and individually wrapped cakes! By avoiding these items in advance, we 

can ensure that visitors can drop all the remains of their meals in the designated container for 

compostable materials ! 

 

As for recyclable materials, it is best to avoid glasses made of plastic # 6. Plastic # 6 in its 

unexpanded form is accepted by the sorting center of the Eastern Townships, where recyclable 

materials are transported. However, the tendency is for this type of plastic to be removed from the 

market given the difficulties it entails for the sorting centers. As for # 6 plastic foam (Styrofoam), it 

simply is not accepted. If you are dealing with a supplier of beer for example, ask them to provide 

you with glasses made of # 1 or # 5 plastic. 

 



Only after having done everything in our power to make the purchase of recyclable or compostable 

goods from local companies, with a good reputation for the environment, that one can launch into 

the logistics of waste recovery. Here is a feasible option at indoor and outdoor events. 

 

 

 

 

•   a blue bin for recyclables; 

•   a brown bin for compostable materials; 

•   a green bin for waste. 

 

 

This is what constitutes the ideal recovery island : Place the bins close together. This forces the 

public to ask “what is the correct bin ?” for what it wants to throw away. 

 

To guide the public when sorting the materials it is recommended that volunteers are available to 

inform visitors of the following : 

 

•  the operation of a zero waste event; 

•  explain the nature of the products used (reduced at source, fair, compostable,   

         recyclable, etc.); 

•  sorting assistance of contents; 

•  guidance on how the results will be announced. 

 

Once all the bins are in place and it is determined where the materials will be sent, it remains only 

to identify each bin. A large poster placed above the block of three with small posters glued directly 

on each bin should limit confusion and ensure that materials are placed in the correct one. You can 

build small posters on a wooden stand and insert the handle of the bin so that the display is high 

and easily visible. It is also possible to glue them directly onto the bin or on a wall. Examples of 

posters can be found in Appendix 2. 

  

It is best to weigh the recovered materials. To do this, it is possible to use small portable scales. 

The results can be used to take stock of what has taken place and communicate that to visitors and 

local media. 

  Crédit : Co-éco 

 



 

The following table summarizes the steps for organizing a Zero Waste event : 

 
Step Action Example 

Do not buy plastic beer glasses, if beer is available 
in cans 

Avoid unnecessary material Opt for prizes such as "a service" rather than 
unnecessary objects. For example a gift certificate 
for dinner at a restaurant rather than an object that 
is not useful to everyone . 

Buy in bulk Avoid individually wrapped small containers such as 
butter or milk and water bottles 

# 1    Reduction at   
Source 

Purchase products made 
from recycled materials 

Opt for napkins made from recycled fiber 
 
Opt for washable dishes and utensils 
  # 2  Reuse Employ reusable material 
Encourage the use of reusable cups for coffee and 
tankards for beer 
Supply compostable tableware Ensure that a maximum of 

waste produced is recyclable 
or compostable 

Make sure the glasses used for beer or wine are 
made of plastic accepted by curbside recycling 
Pay attention and enable the visitor to place the 
used material in the appropriate bin :  
    1 bin for recyclables 
    1 bin for compostable materials 
    1 bin for waste 
Mark each container 

Put in place sorting islands 

Assign volunteers to each island to inform visitors 

# 3  Salvage 

Record quantities recovered Weigh materials using a portable scale 
  

These are suggestions for preparing for the organization of an eco-friendly event focused on a "zero 

waste" policy. This is one of the most simple and economical options at this time and will continue 

to evolve and improve. It is also possible to request the services of organizations specializing in 

waste management for these events. These organizations offer trainings for the planning of eco-

friendly events and can also look after the logistics necessary. Some of these organizations are 

identified in Appendix 1. 

 

Thank you for your continuing efforts so that the events taking place in the Township of Potton have 

zero waste! 

 



 
Appendix 1 

 
 

 
Compostable Dishes: 
 
NOVA Envirocom 

http://www.novaenvirocom.ca/en/index.html 

 

Information on eco-friendly events: 

Conseil québécois des évènements écoresponsables : 

http://www.evenementecoresponsable.com 

 

Pictograms RECYC-QUÉBEC to identify recovery containers : 

RECYC-QUÉBEC 

www.recyc-quebec.gouv.qc.ca/client/fr/gerer/travail/pictogrammes.asp 

 

Organizations providing services to waste management at events: 

Écologistik 

www.ecologistik.ca 

 

Consortium Echo-Logique 

www.echologique.ca/  

 

Éco-Coop 

www.eco-coop.ca 
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